
FLINT NEIGHBORHOODS UNITED 

May 2014 

MINUTES 

 

9:08 a.m.   CALL TO ORDER  - Chris Frye 

    MONTHLY ROLL CALL - Donna Calvin 

1. Jane Richardson gave a brief history of Woodside Church and an overview 

of the responsibilities expected of the FNU as we are allowed to utilize the 

facilities rent free and without the worry of a time frame for use.  Thanks to 

all the FNU team and Cliff Turner for all their efforts in securing a place to 

meet. 

2. New guest and possible new members were asked to stand and state the 

organization or neighborhood group that they represented.  There were 

none. 

3. Pam Coleman from the 911 Emergency Dispatch Office gave a detailed 

presentation and summary on the operations and management of the 

department.  She stated that the department is budgeted for 23 full and 

part-time employees that work 12 hour shifts.  500,000 police, fire, and 

health related calls are received annually.  Four dispatchers are on the floor 

at any given time.  Emergency police calls are prioritized and are not 

transposed to Michigan state troopers.  Dispatchers are given an intense 

three week classroom training that entails a week long observance side by 

side with a certified training officer to mirror the instruction, mock calling, 

and all dispatchers learn the call taking process.  Refresher courses are 

given annually.  All calls are recorded and Ms. Coleman demands 

professionalism.  Best practices for handling emergency and non-

emergency calls is to funnel all calls through the 911 emergency dispatch 

and then calls that are not of an emergency nature can be referred to other 

responders.  At present all home phone calls go to the city of Flint and cell 

phones calls may go to other emergency dispatchers due to individual 

calling plans. 



4. Chief James Tolbert responded to questions from the FNU:   A. Informing 

the group that the Blue Badge Volunteers are another entity of the 

emergency process were residents are educated on how to respond and 

support the community by keeping watch in their neighborhoods.   B. He 

suggested to the group to be a loud voice letting the emergency manager 

and the city council know that police cuts are not wanted and to impress 

upon the legislative branch to not cut local city policing out of the budget.   

C.  He then stated that the future of 911 in the city of Flint is to get away 

from the old landlines and to advance into IP internet capabilities. 

5. Glen Wilson from Community First Inc. informed the FNU that future 

forums would be held around the city to educate the community on 

environmentally friendly living during the months of June and July.   

6. Vincent Slocum from city administration informed the group of the 

community workshop to be held at Southwestern Academy in June that 

would address the issues of community/public education.  It was decided 

that the FNU would not meet in June allowing members to attend the 

workshop. 

7. Upon the resignation of FNU vice president Mark Smith, Joe King was 

appointed to the position. 

8. The FNU is preparing to approach the Ruth Mott Foundation for a potential 

grant to support the FNU’s efforts and asked the group if anyone was 

capable and available to help to write the grant. 

9. Jane Richardson let the group know that the funding for the FOCOV paper 

was tapped out and there was a need to look to advertising to fund the 

next issue.  Sandra Robinson has prepared a contract for advertising. 

10.   Chris Frye let the group know that the spread sheet that will be utilized by 

all to keep up with the count and the places the papers are dispersed was 

being updated and that upon completion it could emailed to any member 

who delivers the FOCOV paper to the community. 

Announcements preceded and there were no report outs. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

Flint Neighborhoods United is a coalition to block clubs and other 

neighborhood organizations, associations and crime watch groups that meet 



the first Saturday of every month from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  For more 

information email fnucommunicaiton@gmail.com.  You can also visit us on 

facebook. 
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